TELLING YOUR ROTARY OR  ROTARACT STORY
(45 minutes)



RELEVANCE: Members are often asked, “What is Rotary?” This is an immediate opportunity to help shape our public image. Rotary and Rotaract leaders also enhance our image by connecting with community members and sharing regular updates on our work.
Learning objectives
At the end of this session, participants will be able to:
· Apply new public speaking skills and lessons
· Explain Rotary and Rotaract, and the humanitarian work we do, to someone who isn’t a member
Before the session
· Review the key messages and activities.
· Consider asking a public speaking expert for guidance, or using the Learning Center courses created by Toastmasters International on developing and delivering speeches.
· Consider any district or regional issues related to this topic.
· Choose an activity based on the needs of your participants.
· Decide whether you will use the PowerPoint template.
· Review the resources listed below.
Resources
· Learning Center courses:
· Club Public Image Committee Basics 
· Develop a Speech
· Deliver a Speech
· Public Relations page on My Rotary
During the session
· Welcome participants and introduce yourself.
· Review the learning objectives.
· Highlight these key messages: 
· Share what Rotary or Rotaract is to you and how it has changed your life for the better. The most powerful stories are personal stories.
· Speak sincerely. Visualize your Rotary or Rotaract story, and recall the details that meant the most to you.
· Practice your story often so it remains inspiring and poignant.
· Lead one of the activities below. 
· At the end of the session:
· Review the learning objectives.
· Ask participants to write one idea they’ll use from the session. 
Activities 
Choose one activity:
1. Share this scenario with participants: A local television station has asked to interview you about your upcoming project. The station has allotted 3 minutes for the segment. 
Ask participants to take 10 minutes to plan what they’ll say to convey the most important details of their project within the time frame. They can use the What Is Rotary or Rotaract? worksheet to guide their responses.
Next, divide participants into small groups and have them take turns presenting their speech, seeking honest and constructive feedback from their group. If time allows, have the small groups share the lessons they’ve learned with the larger group.
2. Pair participants with a person sitting next to them. Ask each pair to discuss:
· What is Rotary?
· Who are Rotary members?
· What does Rotary do?
Each participant has 5 minutes to answer the questions. After 10 minutes, ask participants to share their responses with the larger group. Encourage them to write their final responses on the What Is Rotary or Rotaract? worksheet.
3. Before the session, ask participants to complete the Develop a Speech and Deliver a Speech courses in the Learning Center. Have them come prepared to give a 3-5 minute speech answering the question “What is Rotary or Rotaract?” and encouraging new members to join. 
· Tell participants they’ll receive feedback from others on what they did well and what they could improve.
· After each speech, allow for 2 minutes of feedback before moving to the next speaker.



WORKSHEET:
WHAT IS ROTARY OR ROTARACT?





What will you say when someone asks, “What is Rotary or Rotaract?” How will you convey in your own words how Rotary or Rotaract helps you join leaders, exchange ideas, and take action?
Here are some sample responses:
· Rotary/Rotaract brings together leaders — people who step forward to address important issues in their communities.
· Rotary/Rotaract connects business and community leaders who discover and celebrate diverse perspectives to create positive change in our communities.
· Rotary/Rotaract is made up of people around the world working together to support the environment, end polio, improve our communities, and accomplish extraordinary things every single day.

Write your own response in this box.










Through our Strengthening Rotary initiative, we’ve provided simple ways to answer the question “What is Rotary or Rotaract?” By incorporating these messages into your conversations, you will inspire members of your community to connect with us. 



Great brands build their stories around simple ideas. The phrases below convey the essence of who we are and help us tell our story with strength and consistency. They communicate what makes Rotary and Rotaract a positive force in communities all over the world.
ROTARY/ROTARACT UNITES LEADERS
· Rotary/Rotaract brings together leaders who use their combined expertise to tackle some of the toughest challenges in their communities.
· Rotary/Rotaract harnesses the strength and experience of professional and community leaders from nearly every country in the world.
ROTARY/ROTARACT EXCHANGES IDEAS
· We discover and celebrate our diverse perspectives during club meetings, conferences, service projects, and social events.
· Rotary/Rotaract finds a place for your expertise and passion. Whether you want to lead a project or participate in one, Rotary/Rotaract welcomes your involvement.
ROTARY/ROTARACT TAKES ACTION
· Rotary/Rotaract creates positive change in communities around the world through our service projects.
· From stocking food pantries to providing clean water and improving maternal health, Rotary/Rotaract clubs join forces to carry out effective and sustainable projects in communities around the world.
THROUGH ROTARY/ROTARACT
· We build lifelong relationships
· We honor our commitments
· We connect diverse perspectives
· We apply our leadership and expertise to address social issues
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