FUNDRAISING FOR THE ROTARY FOUNDATION
(45 minutes)



RELEVANCE: Clubs and districts often ask their members to contribute to The Rotary Foundation, and hold fundraising events to support projects or polio eradication. 
Learning objectives
At the end of this session, participants will be able to:
· Identify strategies to fundraise for their club, district, or The Rotary Foundation 
· Collaborate on fundraising efforts with other participants
Before the session
· Review the key messages, discussion questions, and activities.
· Get input from your regional Rotary Foundation coordinator and district Rotary Foundation committee chair, or ask them to lead the session.
· Consider any district or regional issues related to this topic.
· Choose an activity based on the needs of your participants.
· Decide whether you will use the PowerPoint template. 
· Review the resources listed below.
Resources
· Learning Center courses:
· Rotary Foundation Basics
· Fundraising Basics
· The Power of Giving
· Every Rotarian, Every Year brochure
· Fundraising page on My Rotary
· Contribution and recognition reports on My Rotary
· Regional Leaders page on My Rotary
During the session
· Welcome participants and introduce yourself. 
· Review the learning objectives.
· Highlight these key messages: 
· Fundraising provides essential financial support for Rotary Foundation activities.
· Clubs and districts set fundraising goals for the Annual Fund, PolioPlus Fund, and Endowment Fund each year.
· Highlighting stories of successful fundraisers and updates on Rotary initiatives can motivate members to contribute.
· Your fundraising plan should establish a budget, incorporate strategies to promote your initiative, and outline ways to evaluate success.
· Your club can partner with community organizations on fundraising events.
· Use these discussion questions to promote conversation:
· What motivates you to give to The Rotary Foundation?
· What programs does The Rotary Foundation support?
· How can you get more members interested in giving to The Rotary Foundation?
· Lead one of the activities below.
· At the end of the session:
· Review the learning objectives.
· Ask participants to write one idea they’ll use from the session.
Activities
Choose one activity:
1. Roundtable discussion
· Allow 30 minutes for this activity.
· Designate a table for each of the questions below. You can add other questions or assign multiple tables to the same question. Assign a facilitator to each table based on their expertise. Have each facilitator discuss their assigned question with participants.
· What fundraisers has your club or district held, and how much money did they raise?
· What have you learned from holding fundraising events?
· What can you do to encourage all members to give to the Annual Fund or Endowment Fund? How do you recognize members for their financial contributions? 
· How do you involve the community in giving to the PolioPlus Fund or to the areas of focus funds?
· How do other organizations you belong to raise money?
· What are best practices for soliciting contributions?
· After 5 minutes, have participants switch tables to learn about another topic.


2. Idea exchange
· Allow 20 minutes for this activity.
· Divide participants into small groups.
· Ask participants to identify at least three ways their club can support The Rotary Foundation.
· Discuss potential opportunities and challenges in getting club members to participate in Foundation programs or fundraising.
· After 15 minutes, ask groups to share what they discussed.
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